
  

 

This past week our washing machine washed it’s final 
load… All would agree our front-loader had a full and pro-
ductive run, servicing nine people in our household over 
the last twelve years!  Yet, it was now time to purchase 
another washer.  Therefore, after considerable research 
and multiple conversations with friends and family we de-
cided not to go back to a more expensive front-loading 
machine.  Instead we bought a top-loading 
washer with most of the new technology and 
conservation features, but for half the price.  
We are really happy with the change we 
made and the machine we chose! 
 
However, even with all the loads we wash in 
any given day, I am still getting used to a 
new routine with our washer!  I struggle with 
remembering to put the laundry detergent in 
the bottom of the tub first before the clothes – 
which is opposite of what I did for the past 
twelve years…  We are such creatures of 
habit.  Once we set our routine and get in a 
groove it is hard to change our pattern. 
 
As I have talked about the different parts of discipleship 
over the past weeks I have received great feedback about 
the value of this discipleship series.  However, at the same 
time I sense that some folks feel overwhelmed because 
there are many areas of their relationship with God and life 
as a disciple that they feel they need to focus on and im-
prove.  The temptation is to not apply themselves to any 
one direction of growth as a disciple, because there are 
just too many directions to choose from!  Couple this with 
our human tendency to stay in our comfortable patterns at 
the expense of positive change, and we have a recipe for 
having our ears tickled but going nowhere… 

The Outer Leaf Volume 4, Issue 11 

Live Oaks 

Community Church 

April 2008 

“Leading edge news and views of the ministries of Live Oaks Community Church” 

Teaching A Disciple New Tricks 

Following are a couple strategies I strongly encourage you 
to use as a growing disciple, as I emphatically encourage 
myself to do as well…  First, with the help of family, Chris-
tian friends, and the Holy Spirit determine in your heart 
one to three points, aspects or skills that have been men-
tioned in the Discipleship series that you will work to grow 
in over the next month.  Write down on paper the 1-3 

goals.  Then submit these goals to the Lord 
in prayer and commit to following His Spirit in 
growing in them.  Second, take these 1-3 
points, aspect or skills and PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE, PRACTICE them at least 5 days 
a week over the month.  Repetition in memo-
rizing, meditating, and applying in partner-
ship with the Holy Spirit will cause your un-
derstanding and skill to grow – and you and 
your routines will change for the better. 
 
Old habits like our old nature often die hard.  
Nevertheless, they are no match to the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the freeing truth 
of God and His word!  Clarify and accept 
where you need to grow then let the repeti-

tion of practice, practice, practice reform your routine, 
mind and experience as a disciple.  I wonder how many 
loads of wash I will need to do before my mind is renewed 
and my behavioral habit is changed…? 
 
Lord bless, 
 
Pastor Kelley 

                               YOU’RE INVITED…. 

 
To the Annual All Church Mexican Fiesta Potluck on  
Sunday, April 6th from 1-5pm at Sunflower Shelter in  
Sedgwick County Park.  Everyone is to bring a main dish  
and a dessert to share.  This years highlights include a salsa making contest as well as a kite    
making/flying contest.  You can find many designs at all different levels of difficulty on the      
internet.  You will also not want to miss out on the wild and wacky new names some of our   
members will acquire on the above date.  If you plan on attending only one Mexican pot-luck this 

   year — make it THIS one!! 



  

 

 

 

  HOW TO PLANT YOUR GARDEN: 
 
 
First, you come to the garden alone, 
   While the dew is still on the roses…. 
 
 
 
FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING 
 
 
 PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS: 
 

  1.  Peace of mind 
  2.  Peace of heart 
  3.  Peace of soul 

 
 
 
 
 PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH: 
  

  1.  Squash gossip 
  2.  Squash indifference 
  3.  Squash grumbling 
  4.  Squash selfishness 

 
  

 
 
 PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE: 
 

  1.  Lettuce be faithful 
  2.  Lettuce be kind 
  3.  Lettuce be patient 
  4.  Lettuce really love one another 

 
 
 
 
 NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS: 
 

       1.  Turnip for meetings 
       2.  Turnip for service 
       3.  Turnip to help one another 

 
 
 
 
 TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME: 
 

 
     1.  Thyme for each other 
     2.  Thyme for family 
     3.  Thyme for friends 

 
 
 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow. 


