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You -Want To Buy- What?

- “For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:375

One of my sons came to me about a year ago with the
desire to buy a competitive road bicycle. He planed to
race in a triathlon and wanted my advice in purchasing the
right bike. Bikes were an important part of my.life growing

up and | had owned, rode, and waorked on some nice bikes.

* up through my college years. | definitely was a cycling
enthusiast and still find them exciting. Yet, my first re- .

< sponse to him was — “You want to buy what?! Do you
know how much even an entry-
level competitive road bike costs?!”
| proceeded to educate him about
the cost of the bike he would need
to begin to compete. The cost was
considerably more than he had

. imagined! Nevertheless, at the
end of our conversation he was not

. deterred. Even though, at the
time, he had little source of in-
come, he committed this desire to
the Lord in prayer, saved his
money, and looked for opportuni-
ties to increase his income. In‘less
than a year he paid cash for his first'road bike...

At the end-of our 2008 Vision/Budget worship.service an
important ministry goal was affiirmed. We desire A MINIS-
. TRY FACILITY CHANGE. Some desire a present facility
change — moving from Kensler to a more desirable and
visible site. However, most, if not all, desire a near future
ministry facility that we can call home. The tremendous
expense of even an entry-level facility causes some to
exclaim, “You want to buy what?!” It is true that we have
grown our “Facility Fund” from a meager amount to over
. $115,000 in less than 3 years, yet the amount is small in
light of the property and facility costs around us.

Our goal for a ministry facility home in the near future may
seem overwhelming and unrealistic. | agree that for some
ministry groups and-in some ministry circumstances our
goal-may be unrealistic — but not in our case!

| believe that many in our congregation are “letting go” of
this goal in prayer and placing it in the hands of God. We
know that this goal is impossible for-us in our limited re-
sources.  However, we also know that if we: persistently go
to the Lord:in prayer, like the powerless widow of Luke 18,
discerning His will at each step of the
way, and obediently follow in faith as
He shows. us the steps to reach this
goal — we will reach it! "Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests . .
to God" (Phil 4:6-7). “For nothing is
impossible with God”-whether it is a
competitive road bike for a young
adolescent or a facility home for a
young church!- Are you ready to say
as Mary did when Luke 1:37 was first
spoken to her —“l am-the Lord’s ser-
vant — may it be to me as you have said.” (1:38) Keep be-
lieving... Keep letting'go... Keep persistent in prayer...

Keep discerning each step... Keep obedlently following
Jesus in faith... .

Your fellow servant,

Pastor Kelley
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Friday Fragmlents =
By Dan Wolgemutz,
President of Youth for Christ

"And the child grew..." ~ Luke 2:40

* Perhaps this single four-word phrase helps us:td understand just how sefiously God took the incarnation. The creator of - *
the universe not only put on flesh and blood (John 1:14), but His entry into human existence meant that He endured the

- full rigor of growth. From complete helplessness-to the issues of adolescence. The depth of His submission is revealed

in this journey to manhood. Never ceasing to be God, but fully incarnate, fully human — infant, boy, young man, adult —
helpless, dependent, inquisitive, student, apprentice, instructor, miracle worker.

Yes, Jesus grew. As a 12-year-old, in the temple... a sponge; a listener, an uncanny insight
and a profound hunger. The all-knowing God, a pupil. Saturated with the Word, enveloped in
the burgeoning knowledge of who He and His Father were. His passmn and His pace teach us
much about how we should live our lives.

P His m'aturing reflects the patt'erh of God. No rush to pr'ofninence, no cutting in line. Jesus
grew.

.
Growlng When the fuse of preparation had finally ignited the explosion of His ministry, Jesus was 30. He

in CHRiST had not stagnated, He wasn’t bored, His timing wasn’t arbitrary. Jesus grew.

"...in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man."

" If Jesus, then all the more so us. Our soul, mind, body... a commitment to resist laziness and complacency at every turn.
Always pressing into the things of God. Always hungry to know more. Always willing to ask. Always humble in-answer-

"ing.
And Jesus grew... and so must we.

In wisdom ‘and in stature and in favor with God and man.
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